
The Ahiska Turks: Prisoners of  
the Soviet and Russian Empires
By Richard Arnold

Ahiska Turks in Washington D.C. (Cem.Ahiska/Wikimedia)

Some 6.5 million Ukrainians have been displaced 
by Russia’s full-scale invasion of their country, a 
number which seems staggering until set against 
the 114 million internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
and refugees worldwide in 2023.1 Such numbers 
can seem overwhelming, but each group of exiles 
has its own story to tell. 

There are challenges facing certain ethnic minorities 
in Russia, forcing them to seek refuge abroad. One 
such unfortunate group, the Ahiska (or Meskhetian) 

Turks, claimed political asylum in the United States 
in large numbers between 2004 and 2006. Today, 
those who made it are working to bring more 
of their community over. Their plight has only 
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