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In European Commission President Ursula von der Leyenôs September 13, 2023 

State of the European Union address, she suggested the EU could accomplish as 

much with 30+ members as it could with 27.1 In other words, three or more members 

would not bring the EU to a grinding halt. Later, on December 14, European leaders 

at a two-day EU Summit in Brussels voted unanimously to open EU membership 

talks with Ukraine and Moldova, and to grant candidate status to Georgia. Ukrainian 

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy called the decision a ñvictoryò for Europe and 

Ukraine that ñmotivates, inspires, and strengthens.ò2 Moldovan President Maia 

Sandu, who will be seeking reelection in 2024, called the EUôs decision ña historic 

step for the destiny of our countryò and later stated that ñOur future lies in the 

European family and it is necessary to say clearly ï the whole country ï which path 

we choose for Moldova.ò She then called on Moldovaôs parliament to initiate the 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_23_4426
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-67722252
https://www.rferl.org/a/moldova-pro-european-president-sandu-second-term/32745383.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/moldova-pro-european-president-sandu-second-term/32745383.html
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/70880/euco-conclusions-2122032024.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/70880/euco-conclusions-2122032024.pdf


https://2001-2009.state.gov/p/eur/rls/fs/53741.htm
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/2/28/transnistria-tensions-could-russia-try-to-annex-moldovas-breakaway-state
https://cepa.org/article/moldovas-president-calls-out-russian-meddling/
https://www.iri.org/news/iri-moldova-poll-finds-continued-support-for-eu-optimism-in-the-countrys-direction-rising-approval-of-president-sandu/


https://apnews.com/article/russia-moldova-diplomat-expulsion-european-union-elections-0c52ba2f04682ea9df53858163563076
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/EN/legal-content/glossary/accession-criteria-copenhagen-criteria.html
https://www.hrc.org/press-releases/in-a-historic-step-ukraine-passes-legal-protections-for-nations-lgbt-citize
https://www.newsweek.com/ukraine-eu-roadmap-explained-landmark-endorsement-commission-council-europe-1841964
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Ukraineôs Verkhovna Rada adopted law 5599 to address de-oligarchization13; the law 

was subsequently referred to the EUôs Venice Commission for review, but critics 

claim it is unconstitutional.   

 

The speed at which Ukraine could enter the EU will depend on the progress it makes 

on these 35 chapters ï and how fast it can make it. The EU revised its enlargement 

methodology in 2020; chapters are now handled in six clusters ï removing some 

flexibility for candidates to kick tough chapters down the road.14 While it might once 

have been possible to open some of the more technical chapters (10, 18, and 22, for 

example) to harvest ñquick winsò and show swift progress at the start, these are now 

grouped with other, more challenging chapters.   

 

There is still the question hanging over the EU about whether EU reforms (including 

to the EU Treaties) happen before enlargement or happen in parallel to enlargement 

negotiations. There is also the question about whether EU decision-making in 

common foreign and security policy

https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-polytics/3320877-ukrainian-parliament-adopts-law-on-oligarchs.html
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/el/statement_20_208
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/voting-system/qualified-majority/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/08/28/speech-by-president-charles-michel-at-the-bled-strategic-forum/
https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-presents-new-growth-plan-western-balkans-including-eu6-billion-grants-and-loans-2023-11-08_en
https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-presents-new-growth-plan-western-balkans-including-eu6-billion-grants-and-loans-2023-11-08_en


https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/why-quick-ukraine-membership-would-be-challenge-eu-2023-12-14/#:~:text=The%20EU%20study%20said%20that,would%20have%20to%20pay%20more.
https://www.kmu.gov.ua/en/news/yevropeiska-rada-pidtrymala-finansuvannia-dlia-ukrainy-obsiahom-50-mlrd-ievro-vidkryvshy-shliakh-do-podalshoho-zatverdzhennia-ukraine-facility#:~:text=The%20support%20under%20the%20EU%27s,to%20Ukraine%20over%202024%2D2027
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https://www.politico.com/news/2023/10/02/biden-admin-ukraine-strategy-corruption-00119237
https://coordinationplatformukraine.com/
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Spain. 

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/ukraine-expands-eu-energy-exports-in-fresh-display-of-wartime-resilience/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/ukraine-expands-eu-energy-exports-in-fresh-display-of-wartime-resilience/
https://www.iri.org/news/iri-polling-shows-strong-support-for-eu-accession-in-ukraine-and-moldova/


https://www.ndi.org/publications/ndi-poll-eu-membership-support-increases-indicating-georgians-unwavering-support
https://www.ndi.org/publications/ndi-poll-georgian-citizens-remain-committed-eu-membership-nation-united-its-dreams-and
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/RC-9-2023-0500_EN.html
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https://www.rferl.org/a/moldova-pro-european-president-sandu-second-term/32745383.html
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/70880/euco-conclusions-2122032024.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/70880/euco-conclusions-2122032024.pdf
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