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3. For the South Sudanese Government and International Partners

a. Incorporate the Murle people into socio-economic and political development: The Murle people
are one of the most disadvantaged groups in South Sudan in terms of social, economic, and political 
development. Poverty and illiteracy are major factors that have propelled the Murle into con�ict, worsening 
the cross-border instability. The livelihood of the Murle centers on cattle as the sole basis of their economic 
activity. Youth have little to no education and are often idle rather than participating in economic activities. 
The lack of representation in the workforce and limited educational opportunities could be alleviated by 
the Government of South Sudan and international partners through the implementation of integrated 
development plans focused on education, job training, and infrastructure in the borderland areas of Pibor 
and Boma State. The Government of South Sudan and development partners could empower traditional 
leaders, youth, and women of the Murle through education, agriculture, vocational training, and political 
participation. This will help the Murle to have enhance their economic livelihoods and reduce the impetus for 
turning to insurgency.

4. For the Ethiopian Government and International Partners

a. Provide protection from child abductions and cattle rustling: The people of the Anyuaa and
Jikany-Nuer in Ethiopia su�er from child abductions and cattle rustling by Murle insurgents. In 2016 an 
organized group of Murle fought with the Jikany-Nuer, killing 208 people, raiding 2,000 cattle, and abducting 
131 children.4 Child abduction is a serious human rights violation and worsens insecurity in the region. 
The Ethiopian government and international partners should consider paying attention to these human 
rights violations and address it with the government of South Sudan and other regional and international 
organizations. Additionally, the federal government of Ethiopia with the semi-autonomous regional state of 
Gambella could protect the borderland people by reassessing their security gaps among Regional Special 
Forces, Regional Police, and National Defense in terms of information exchange, immediate decisions to take 
action, coordination, budget allocation, and transportation. 

For an in-depth analysis of cross-border intergroup con�icts in the Horn of Africa, speci�cally Ethiopia-South 
Sudan borderland people, see the accompanying  Southern Voices Network for Peacebuilding Research Paper 
No. 19 by Tasew Gashaw.

Tasew Gashaw was a Southern Voices Network for Peacebuilding Scholar from September to November 2017. Tasew 
Gashaw is working towards his PhD in Peace and Security at Addis Ababa University. 
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