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other armed groups. Fourth, from 1998 to 2003, the eastern DRC was divided into four separate and
rebel-controlled administrations. The government in Kinshasa exerted authority only in the western part of
the country. Fifth, the DRC Government of National Unity (2003) and successive elected governments (2006,
2011, and 2018) never managed to have full control of the entire country. Sixth, since 2001, the UN has
repeatedly documented how Rwanda, Uganda, other neighboring countries, and international corporations
have engaged in illicit tra cking of Congo’s mineral wealth, yet little has been done to address or punish
those responsible.

Seventh, the international community failed to study and address the impact of refugees on already stressed
and fragile eastern DRC communities. Some two million Hutu refugees ed Rwanda in 1994 and inundated
the eastern DRC, yet no measures were taken to address the consequences implied by the in ux. Eighth,
the various UN-sponsored peace e orts in the eastern DRC were consistently based on faulty and biased
diagnoses of the root causes of the region’s conict.

The result of over two decades of con ict and atrocities is that today, local communities in the DRC lack
con dence in both MONUSCO (the successor mission to MONUC) and the DRC'’s security forces. This,
together with the overall failure of multiple peace processes, the high number of con ict victims, and the
country’s chronic humanitarian crises, highlights the need to revisit the con ict management practices in
the DRC.

Policy Options and Recommendations

1. For the DRC Government

a. Improve and consolidate democratic governance: After three electoral cycles (2006, 2011, and



this apparent taboo will help create pathways to consolidating past peace agreements.




The Democratic Republic of the Congo’s neighboring countries involved in the con ict include Angola, Burundi, Namibia, Rwanda,
Uganda, and Zimbabwe.

UN Security Council, Interim report of the United Nations Expert Panel on the lllegal Exploitation of Natural Resources and Other

Forms of Wealth of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, S/2001/49, (January 16, Btips:y/www.globalpolicy.org/images/
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The Africa Program works to address the most critical issues facing Africa and U.S.-Africa relations, build
mutually bene cial U.S.—Africa relations, and enhance knowledge and understanding about Africa in the
United States.

The Program achieves its mission through in-depth research and analyses, including our blog Africa Up
Close, public discussion, working groups, and brie ngs that bring together policymakers, practitioners, and
subject matter experts to analyze and o er practical options for tackling key challenges in Africa and in U.S.-
Africa relations.

The Africa Program focuses on four core issues:

i. Good governance and leadership

i.  Conict prevention, peacebuilding, and security
ii.  Trade, investment, and sustainable development

iv.  Africa’s evolving role in the global arena

The Program maintains a cross-cutting focus on the roles of women, youth, and technology, which are critical



