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and reintegration of displaced people and ex-combatants.6 Liberia, Sierra Leone, Mozambique, and Uganda 
are among the post-conflict countries that have demonstrated the effectiveness of agriculatural extension.7 

Policy Options and Recommendations

The following agricultural extension or APLS-focused recommendations and options are offered as a way of 
mitigating the food insecurity while also contributing to peacebuilding in CAR.

1. For the Government of the Central African Republic and International Partners

a. Prioritize agricultural development as a vehicle for post-conflict economic rehabilitation: 
Agriculture contributed to post-conflict reconstruction and peacebuilding in many conflict-afflicted 
countries. In Africa, it helped in improving food security, enhancing rural livelihood, absorbing  
ex-combatants, and reintegrating returning internally displaced peoples—all critical elements of 
the peacebuilding process. The lull in conflict provided by the Khartoum agreement offers a unique 
opportunity to bring about real transformation in CAR by developing a comprehensive and long-term 
agricultural development plan.

b. Adopt and implement a recovery plan that reinforces the transition from emergency 
interventions toward development interventions: Most of the programs implemented in CAR center 
on emergency interventions with very few interventions addressing long-term sustainable development. 
The U.S. stands as the largest donor to the humanitarian response in CAR with close to USD$124 million 
allocated to humanitarian aid in 2007 and in 2008. Moreover, out of the USD$34 million given to the 
country as bilateral aid in 2018, USD$18 million was in the form of food aid.8 While emergency measures 
are important, CAR’s government and its partners should put more resources and efforts towards 
revitalizing the largely neglected rural areas by focusing on grassroots (rural) impact-driven development 
plans and interventions.

c. Create a conducive environment for agricultural and food production revival by reinforcing 
and accelerating Disarmament, Demobilization, and Reintegration (DDR): The presence of armed 
groups in the rural areas constitutes a serious hindrance to agricultural activities. These groups are 
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