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people5 and caused 10.7 million more to seek humanitarian emergency assistance.6
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Policy Options and Recommendations

1.  For the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and African Union

a. Promote context-specific response strategies: A major weakness in regional counterterrorism 
efforts is the pursuit of overly general strategies that disregard locality-specific vulnerabilities, resilience 
factors, and critical actors. The resulting incongruency between broad strategies and specific local 
dynamics hinders the efficacy of ECOWAS and AU counterterrorism efforts. In order to be more effective, 
strategies should take better accounting of local realities. 

b. Enhance coordination of responses: The coexistence of multiple missions, including the MNJTF 
and G5 Sahel Joint Force, each with its own priorities, creates coordination and redundancy challenges. 
Therefore, the AU, ECOWAS, MNJTF, and G5 Sahel Joint Force troop-contributing countries should work to 
maximize coordination and synergy.

c. Prioritize human security in counter-terrorism strategies: The military-centric approach has 
not been able to address the underlying governance grievances and human security challenges that 
fuel violent extremism. Thus, regional response strategies should include addressing issues such as 
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