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Killing a political candidate or an elected or acting public official is just the tip of the iceberg. 

Political violence, which stretches beyond electoral cycles, is composed of a wide range of 

acts, including kidnappings, attacks, and injuries with firearms, personal and family member 

assaults, intimidation, threats, interception of private communications, and cyberbullying, 

among others. 

 

I. Political Violence in Mexico 

 

A recent and dramatic surge in political violence in Mexico is challenging common 

understandings of criminal groups, drawing attention to the political disputes and power 

dynamics that have been contributing to broader violent trends in Mexico. This premise begs 

the question: Is political violence a consequence of general violence in Mexico? Or, on the 

contrary, should these types of violence be considered as separate from one another? 

 

When it comes to understanding the nature of political violence in Mexico, one must first 

acknowledge the ever-evolving criminal dynamics of the last few decades, especially those 

relating to drug cartels. During the previous two decades, there has been a significant 

fragmentation of Mexican cartels that began with President Felipe Calderón's war on drugs 

(2006-2012). Consequently, the diversification of crime and the violent clashes of cartels have 

caused the disruption and formation of political allegiances. 

 

The struggle to lower Mexico’s chronically high levels of violence is too often cast as a 

struggle between state authorities and criminal groups. Currently, Mexico has more than 70 

active armed groups, some of which control large swaths of territory. Yet what enables these 

groups to prosper is often their ability to strike deals with state officials, which affords them 

impunity and the possibility of harnessing state power for illicit means. It is worth highlighting 

the significant detriment that impunity causes to the system. Even if there is no deal between 

criminals and the state, making a case and getting a conviction is quite challenging. Electoral 

violence also includes politicians and campaigners using non-partisan criminal group forces to 

threaten or attack their political opponents or settle disputes. This phenomenon has rarely 

been prosecuted.  

 

Studies from Scielo and the International Crisis Group show that the killings of candidates are 

closely related to the activities of criminal groups. Therefore, the greater the presence of 

criminal organizations in an area, the greater the probability that politically motivated murders 

will occur. Criminal organizations mainly attack and threaten politicians who “are politically 

and militarily unprotected by the central authorities.” Not surprisingly, candidates are more 

likely to be killed in an area with the presence of criminal activities than in an area with 

electoral competition.  

 

However, the absence of a comprehensive legal definition and framework for this type of 

violence in Mexico makes it difficult to address the growing problem. The legal void goes 

hand in hand with the country's dramatically high impunity rate. This demonstrates how 
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political violence in Mexico is primarily the product of incentives to compete among criminal 

organizations and a 
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these, 81% sought municipal posts (mayorships, councils, and unions), 14% competed for 

federal congress and governorships, and the remaining 6% for a national deputy position. 

 

Since 2004, the systematic targeting of local officials has increased steadily. Former local 

politicians are almost twice as likely to be killed as incumbent ones to keep them silent or 

retaliate against those with cartel connections. The smaller the municipality, the more danger 

posed to local mayors: 53% of the killings occurred in towns with less than 20,000 residents. 

 

From 2008 to 2015, 107 violent acts against electoral authorities and campaigning candidates 

were registered, with the 
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the 2018 and 2021 electoral years, events were reported during 2019 and 2022. Criminal and 

political rivalries persist even after regional and local rearrangements.  

 

The 2021 elections were a testament to the pervasiveness of political violence and insecurity 

in the country, which was followed by condemnation from both domestic and international 

human rights organizations. Mexico’s National Commission on Human Rights (CNDH) called 

out the threat to citizens’ democratic rights and urged the federal government to investigate 

assaults against candidates. Two days after the election, a group of human rights experts 

from the United Nations (UN) and the Organization of American States (OAS) condemned the 

attacks and demanded that authorities ensure future elections would occur under safer 

conditions. 

 

III. 2024 Outlook and Challenges in Political Violence 

 

The June 2024 elections are likely to exacerbate tensions and heighten the risks of violence. 

Local officials and candidates are especially at risk, and competition to secure electoral seats 

might worsen the threat. With 20,367 positions up for election (19,379 local), more than 

50,000 candidates will be running for various positions. Additionally, since local presidencies 

and municipal offices will be elected in 30 out of 32 states, the federal government should 

prioritize local protection. Underestimating local political violence could prove a tragic mistake. 

 

Experts 
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prevent the kidnapping of opposition party polling station representatives, as occurred in the 

2018 election. Finally, the plan does not cover other crucial electoral moments, such as the 

nomination of candidates, intimidation of officials before Electoral Day, stealing of voting 

material, and threats against losing candidates for them not to challenge the results. 

 

Furthermore, local candidates have been set aside, who are the most vulnerable to attacks 

and mostly lack the necessary protections. Critics believe that the measures proposed by the 

INE are insufficient and lack a deep understanding of the dynamics of organized crime in the 

electoral context. Armando Vargas from Integralia Consultores identified two major flaws: one 

technical and the other conceptual. “From a technical perspective, the risk levels will be 

defined based on the fluctuation of crime incidence, which is an extremely misleading 

indicator, not only because of the problems of under-recording and inconsistency that it has 

but because, even if it is very solid and reliable, it doesn´t necessarily reflect the dynamics of 

organized crime. The second problem, which is one of conception, is even more serious (...) 

the underlying problem is not political violence, but the intervention of crime in the elections.” 

 

Others also argue that the government has been indifferent and unwilling to confront and take 

responsibility for the deterioration of the political climate and the rule of law, which has directly 

led to the undermining of civil and political rights. “One of the central concerns is the lack of 

capacity on the part of both federal and electoral authorities and political parties to address 

the issue. To date, electoral authorities, political parties, security institutions, and judicial 
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