
Security sector reform (SSR) in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has been on the country’s 	
political agenda since colonial times.1 It re-entered the public debate after the fall of the Mobutu regime (1997) 
following successive defeats of the Zairian Armed Forces (FAZ), which failed to defend the country against the 
invasion of Burundian, Ugandan, and Rwandan troops (1996).2 These military defeats brought to light the need 
for the DRC to build an army capable of protecting its territory and guaranteeing peace for its people. Thus, SSR 

	 in the regrouping centers would include identification, leading to the separation of eligible and 	
	 	














