


About the Series

Gender-based violence (GBV) affects one in three women worldwide, making it 

an urgent and important policy challenge. Many countries around the world have 

passed laws intended to protect women from violence, yet violence persists. 

Over the past year, the COVID-19 pandemic has raised awareness of the perils 

women face from gender-based violence—what has come to be known as the 

“shadow pandemic”—but it has also aggravated risk factors while increasing 

barriers to protection, support, and justice.

This publication aims to focus on the intersection of gender-based violence and 

the rule of law by examining how legal frameworks, judicial system responses, 

and public policy contribute to the ways in which gender-based violence is—and 

is not—addressed around the world. Each piece addresses the complicated 

challenge of gender-based violence and the successes and failures of various 

public policy responses globally, and offers recommendations for a path forward.

2   l    Gender-Based Violence Insight: Data Analysis













8   l    Gender-Based Violence Insight: Data Analysis

programs and policies, but “rigorous evaluations of 
GBV interventions are infrequent, and those that are 
conducted are often limited by shortcomings in their 
methodology and measurement, and their lack of 
detailed intervention description.”18 The gold stan-
dard of such evaluations employ randomized control 
trials (RCTs) to determine the impact of a given 
intervention, but these kinds of experiments are 
rarely conducted for GBV interventions. These eval-
uations are expensive to conduct, and because the 
results of the study are not available until years after 
the experiment is complete, there is little appetite to 
fund them. Moreover, ethical concerns limit what in-
formation can be gathered and how the experiment 
is designed, so as not to expose GBV victims to any 
harm. Finally, the results of any particular evaluation 
are specific to the location, program or policy, and 
context in which it occurred and cannot be easily 
extrapolated to other situations. 

WHAT CAN WE DO BETTER?

The GBV knowledge gap persists, but the benefits 
of the technological advances of the 4IR, when 
applied with intention, can help close that gap. 
First, the international community needs to develop 
standard indicators to measure GBV beyond phys-
ical and sexual violence. Specifically, indicators for 
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ing alone. If governments and donors demand that 
those programs and policies be evidence-based, 
then the funding for conducting rigorous evaluations 
needs to be made available. 

At the end of the day, improved data and informa-
tion will not solve the problem of gender-based 
violence, but it will help expose the problem and 
give advocates the fuel needed to fan the flames of 
urgency. Policymakers will not be motivated to act 
by statistics alone, but the citizenry can use those 
statistics to hold policymakers accountable for the 
safety of their constituencies. Data is not the “new 
oil” of the 4IR, because it is not a scarce commodi-
ty and should not be treated as such. Data has value 
only when we create it, share it, and harness it to 
solve the problems that stymie human develop-
ment.
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