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to handle opposition. In turn, the government has resigned and former President Nursultan Nazarbayev 
has stepped down from his position as Chairman of the Security Council. Former U.S. Ambassador to 
Kazakhstan George Krol explained these dramatic shifts and what may be expected in the near future.

•	 “Listening to him, and listening to his spokesman, and listening to some Kazakh analysts there is a certain hope that there 
will be efforts undertaken to connect the government more with the people.”
•	 ”Now again, the question will be that President Tokayev has been a part of that structure, as have everyone else in his 
government, and will they be able to make cardinal changes that will satisfy many of the people of Kazakhstan who have all 
different kinds of—they’ve been unified in some respect—in their upset with the way the country has been run and governed 

that hasn’t seemed to benefit them economically, as well as in dealing with the social needs that they have as a society.

What kind of President will Tokayev be going forward?
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