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Background

On March 8, 2020, International Women’s Day, tens of thousands of women 

across Mexico protested the high levels of violence against women in the 

country, where an average of 10 women were killed each day. The next day, 

Mexican women participated in another protest that became known as 

“A Day Without Us” where women stayed at home and did not participate 

in any activities in order to show what their absence would feel like. This 

demonstration garnered private sector support, as numerous employers 

allowed their female employees to take part in the protest and stay home 

for the day. Despite widespread support, tangible improvements towards 

women’s economic and physical security have been minimal. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has had particularly devastating effects on women 

in Mexico. With lockdowns leaving many women trapped at home with 

their abusers, violence against women, in all forms, rose. Calls to emergency 

responders related to domestic violence increased by more than 30% from 

2019 to 2020. Official reports of rape increased 56.2%. Femicides, a type of 

homicide in which a woman is killed for reasons related to her gender, 

remained consistent with those reported in 2019. In 2019, 943 femicides 

were registered, while in 2020, 942 were registered. In just the first two 

months of 2021, 142 femicides were reported.    

In terms of the economic impact of the pandemic, women in Mexico and 

across the region have faced disruptions to their employment status. 900,000 

jobs were lost in January of this year, of which 90% belonged to women. 

The pandemic has rolled back nearly fifteen years of job inclusion for women. 

According to the World Bank, female workers in Latin America were 44% 

more likely than male workers to lose their jobs during the pandemic. In 

Mexico, unemployment of women jumped from 3.48% to 4.71% from 2019 to 

2020. Sectors such as domestic labor, in which women make up the majority, 

have experienced major contractions during the pandemic. During the second 

quarter of 2020, domestic sector employment fell by 33.2% in Mexico.  

The COVID-19 pandemic has placed an added strain on households that has 

caused women additional economic and psychological burdens. Nearly 100% 

of schools remain closed, placing a disproportionate additional burden on 

women, who are frequently the main caregiver for their children.

President Andrés Manuel López Obrador 

(AMLO) has faced criticism nationally and 

internationally for his dismissal of the security 

issues specifically targeting women. 

During a meeting held on March 15, 2021 with 

congressional staffers, Mexican policy experts 

Dr. Gema Kloppe-Santamaria and Alexandra 

Zapata presented on the failures of the current 

administration to address women’s concerns 

in the country, as well as areas of opportunity 

for future policy action. 

AMLO has disregarded and denied statistics of 

increased violence against women during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. More recently, AMLO 

openly supported Félix Salgado Macedonio... 
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